
 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude/Candle Lighting “Resting in God’s Arms” Oxana Khramova 
 (M. Hayes) 
Ringing of the Bell 

*Call to Worship (*Rise in body, mind, or spirit) 

One: In the beginning, the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. And God called them 
good. 

All: Come Holy Spirit and cleanse the waters. 
One: The prophet saw a river flowing from the Temple, and wherever the river flowed, 

everything lived. 
All: Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the Earth. 
One: Jesus cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me... Out of the believer’s heart 

shall flow rivers of living water.” 
All: Come, Holy Spirit and heal your people. 

*Opening Prayer (in unison) 

Almighty and ever living God, thank you for your love of all creation, especially for your 
gift of water to sustain and cleanse all life. Christ is the living water, cleansing, 
refreshing, and making all things new. We offer our thanks for the waters that bring 
beauty to all that we enjoy: the wild places, the bush, the mountains, coast and the 
sea. We give thanks and praise for all good lands, for the trees and pastures, for our 
plentiful crops, and for the living water that quenches them. Amen. 

*Opening Hymn “All Things Bright and Beautiful” Hymnal #267 

Readings Naomi Cummings 
Psalm 65: 5-13; Ezekiel 47:9-12; Contemporary Reading is an excerpt from “Braiding 

Sweetgrass” by Robin Wall Kimmerer 

Anthem “Peace Is Flowing Like a River” Chancel Choir 
 (arr. Julie Gaulke) 

Sermon “Season of Creation: Living Water” Pastor René Mehlberg 



Transitional Hymn “Deep River” SoF #34 

Prayers of the People 

Offertory “Yearning” Oxana Khramova 
 (M. Hayes) 

*Doxology 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation 

Great Thanksgiving 
Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 
Leader: Please join me in the words of institution over the bread: 
People: When he was among friends, gathered around a table, Jesus took bread and 

having blessed it, he broke the bread and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take 
and eat. This is my body which is given for you.” 

Servers will pass this gluten free bread among you. As you take a piece of bread, hold it until everyone is 
Served. We will eat the bread together, as a symbol of our unity, a world-wide Christian community. 

Distribution Hymn “Let Us Break Bread Together” Hymnal #513 

Leader: Please join me in the words of institution over the wine: 
People: In the same way, Jesus took wine and having given thanks for it, he poured it out 

and gave the cup to his disciples, saying, “This cup is the new relationship with 
God, made possible because of my life and my death. Take this-all of you-to 
remember me.” 

Servers will pass the juice and wine among you. The juice is dark red; the wine is white. Drink the cup as 
soon as you have been served in recognition of your individual relationship to God. 



Distribution Hymn: “Let There Be Peace on Earth” SoF #82 

*Prayer of Gratitude (in unison) 
Gracious God, we thank you for these tangible gifts of bread and cup that feed our 
bodies and nourish our souls. May these blessings of grace be shared, not hoarded.  
Though we have been fed today at the table, may we still walk away hungry for justice, 
working for freedom and fullness for all of your creation. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn “Canticle of the Sun” SoF #19 
*Benediction 

*Sung Benediction (unison) 
 God be with you till we meet again; 
  Loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
  With a Shepherd’s care enfold you: 
  God be with you till we meet again. 

Postlude “All Things Bright and Beautiful” Oxana Khramova 
 (arr. M. Hayes) 

The flowers are from Kathy Colvin to celebrate her grandson Benjamin Ellingson's 18th birthday on 9/9. 

Credits 
- Liturgy pieces from “Living Water: Season of Creation.” Season of Creation. Accessed August 30, 2026. https://seasonofcreation.org/. 
- Kimmerer, Robin Wall. Braiding sweetgrass: Indigenous wisdom, scientific knowledge, and the teachings of plants. Canada: Milkweed Editions, 

2013. 
- Licenses purchased to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained: ONELICENSE #A-715543. CCLI Copyright License B 

20989858. 

This Week 
Monday, September 7: Labor Day, office is closed 
Wednesday, September 9: 5:30pm Chancel Choir; 6:30pm Bell Choir 
Thursday, September 10: 10am Mission for Peace and Justice, R1; 4:30pm Property 

Committee, R1; 6pm Church Council, R1 
Sunday, September 13, 10:00am Rally Around Sunday (No early service) 
 

Link to the full church calendar: https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar 

 
Mission Statement of First Congregational United Church of Christ in Menomonie, WI 
We are called together: 
 To celebrate God’s presence. 
 To help each person to grow in their relationship with God; 

To create a welcoming and supportive community of all God’s people, affirming the 
diversity of race, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender expression, and identity, 
social and economic status, and disability; 

 To observe and share life’s passages and our faith traditions; 
 To reach out in love seeking justice and peace; 
 And to tell the old story of Jesus and His love. 
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