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First Congregational
United Church’of Christ

Menomonie, Wisconsin

Communion Sunday
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2026

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude/Candle Lighting “Stately Dance” Oxana Khramova
(D. Lasky)
Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship (*Stand as you are able)

One: We gather in the presence of the One who abandons no one.

All: Come Holy Spirit, our advocate and comforter.

One: All are welcome in this sacred place, made holy through your presence with us.

All:  Open our hearts and minds this day, guide us into a loving relationship with all your
children.

One: We gather as God’s beloved people, leaving no one outside.

All:  Spark us with a word of life and radical belonging— a message that we share with
others as we seek to live out Christ’s love.

One: We call on the name of God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us.

All:  Amen.

*Opening Prayer (in unison)
O God, you created us in your image, each as holy vessels of your presence to one
another. Give us hearts and minds, to be open to one another in our times of
vulnerability. To listen to each other with patience and thoughtful attention for
support. To perceive the grace of the differences in our embodied experience. To resist
what excludes and diminishes, and to dismantle what acts as barriers to flourishing
together in love and justice. Amen.

Opening Hymn “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” Hymnal #316

Readings Sherry Bernick
Psalm 6, 1 Peter 5:6-11, Contemporary Reading from “The Soul in Depression”

Special Music “The Touch of the Master's Hand” Heather Jerrie, Rick Nagler

(Sally Rogers, based on a poem by Myra Brooks Welch) Dean Langby

Sermon “Not Okay” Pastor René Mehlberg

Transitional Hymn “Come Father-Mother, Friend and Guide” SoF #28



Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory “Hallujah” Heather Jerrie, Rick Nagler
MaMuse (Karisha Longaker and Sorah Nutting) Dean Langby

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
May these gifts help to build the community of radical belonging that we hope to
create. May they be a legacy of justice, hope, faith and most importantly love. Amen.

*Closing Hymn “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky” attached
*Benediction

*Sung Benediction (unison)
God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude “Beautiful Things” Oxana Khramova
(Lisa and Michael Gungor, arr. C. Tornquist)

The flowers today are from Renee Howarton with gratitude for all those that strengthen and inspire us.

Credits

-Radical belonging: A mental health sunday resource for all. Accessed May 13, 2026. https://united-
church.ca/sites/default/files/2021-04/radical-belonging.pdf.

-“The Soul in Depression | the on Being Project.” On Being. Accessed May 13, 2026. https://onbeing.org/programs/the-soul-in-
depression/.

- Licenses purchased to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained: ONELICENSE #A-715543. CCLI Copyright
License B 20989858.

This Week
Sunday, May 17, 11:15am: Music Committee, R1
Tuesday, May 19: 10am TT Fundraising meeting, R1; 4pm Early Service Planning, R1
Wednesday, May 20: 9am TT Meeting, R1; 4pm Last Kid’s Club; 5:30pm Chancel Choir
Friday, May 22: June Bell Deadline

Link to the full church calendar: https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar



https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar

Breathe on Me, Breath of God 316

Edwin Hatch, 1886 TRENTHAM _-SM Robert Jackson, 1894
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1. Breatheon me, Breath of God, Fill me with life a - new,
2. Breatheon me, Breath of God, Un -til my heart is  pure,
3. Breatheon me, Breath of God, Till I am whol - ly Thine,
4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, So shall 1 nev - er die,
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That I may love what Thou dost love, And do  what Thou wouldst do.
Un - til with Thee 1 will one will, To do and to en - dure.
Un - til this earth-ly part of me Glows with Thy fire di - vine.
But live with Thee the  per - fect life Of Thine e - ter - mi - ty.*
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*Repeat stanza 1.



Come Father-Mother, Friend and Guide
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. Come, Fa-ther - Moth-er, Friend and Guide; Civ-er of Life, with us  a-bide.
Bread of new Life, owr strengtheach day, Light of the World show  us the way
. Come, Broth-er - Sis-ter  Spir - it wise; Jom-ing with you o dreams a - rise.
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' O - pen owr minds to all you pro-daim, O Ho-ly One of man-y names

Rock of all 2 - ges on whom we stand, Give us fresh hope in wea-ry lands
Made in you im -age, we cn be free, Growing to be all we an b2
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Come with your heal - ing streams of Love,  Mcv-ing with-in  us and a-bowe;
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Come, Ho - ly Spir - it, Heav - enly Dove, Pow - er Di- vine
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We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky

Sivbn FiI0 Ruah Dheck, 1954; rev, 1989
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1 We can-not own the sun-lit sky, the moon, the wild - fAowers
2 When bod-ies shiv - er in the night and, wea-ry, wait for
3 God calls hu-man i - Iy o join as  part-ners in cre -
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grow - ing, for we are  par of all that is with -
mom - ing, when  chil - dren have no  bread but tears, and

a - ting a fu - ture free from want or fear, life’s
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in life's riv. - er  flow-ing. With o - pen hands re -
war - homs sound  their  wam - ing, God calls hu-man - 1 -
good-ness c¢el - e - bral - ing. That new world beck - ons
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ceive and share the gifts of God's cre - a - tion, that
ty 1o wake, o jein  in com - mon la - bor, that
from a - far, in - wvites our shared en - deav - or, that
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all mayhave a - bun-dant life in ev-ery carth - ly na- tion.
all mayhave a - bun-dant life in  one-ness with  their neigh-bor.
all mayhave a - bun-damt life and peaceen-dure for - ev - er.
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