
 

First Congregation UCC Annual Meeting, Sunday, April 27 after service, Pot luck to follow 
*Vote in the new council, and express your appreciation to the outgoing council members. 

*Approve the 2026-27 budget. 
*Approve the bylaw change (removing the Northwest Association language). 

*Other news. 
A quorum is needed, so please come! 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude/Candle Lighting “Chorale” Oxana Khramova 
 (David Lasky) 

Ringing of the Bell 

*Call to Worship (*Stand as you are able) 
One:  Christ is risen! 
All: Christ is risen indeed! 
One:  Living Christ, victor over death, grant us your infinite life. 
All: Risen Christ, breathe your life into us. 
One:  Living Christ, whose forgiveness conquers all, bless us. 
All: Risen Christ, breathe your life into us. 
One:  Living Christ, whose love defeats fear, grant us your courage. 
All: Risen Christ, breathe your life into us. 
One:  Living Christ, whose Spirit empowers us to love, give us yourself. 
All: Risen Christ, breathe your life into us. 

*Opening Prayer (in unison) 
Gracious God, Thomas wanted to see proof of Christ’s rising. We, too, want to touch 
and feel your presence. We want to hear your Living Word. Come to us, speak to us, 
and fill us with your Spirit, so that we ourselves may be living signs of resurrection. We 
pray in the name of Christ and the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Opening Hymn “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” Hymnal #399 

Readings Kim Blomquist 
Psalm 16 
John 20:19-29 
Contemporary Reading: “The Prayer of Thomas” by Steve Garnaas-Holmes 



Special Music “Three Irish reels: Carsten Poss 
 The Musical Priest, Morning Dew, The Banshee” and Dean Langby 

Sermon “Doubt” Pastor René Mehlberg 

Transitional Hymn “In the Bulb There is a Flower” SoF #67 

New Member Covenant & Affirmation of Covenant 
We welcome you with joy! As partners in the common life of this congregation, we 
pledge to you our friendship and prayers as we grow together in God’s transforming 
love. We give thanks that you join us now, as fellow seekers and servants! 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Offertory “Golden Anniversary Waltz” Carsten Poss 
  and Dean Langby 
*Doxology 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
Generous God, we share our gifts like tiny seeds from a dandelion. Send out these 
gifts on the mighty wind of your Spirit, bringing growth, bearing fruit, and nourishing 
our neighbors. May each gift bloom with your grace and love. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn “I danced in the Morning” Hymnal #302 

*Benediction 

*Sung Benediction (unison) 
 God be with you till we meet again; 
  Loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
  With a Shepherd’s care enfold you: 
  God be with you till we meet again. 

Postlude “Ostinato” Oxana Khramova 
 (David Lasky) 

The flowers today are from Doris Win in celebration of her granddaughter, Caroline’s, 12th birthday on April 
7th. Happy Birthday Caroline! 

 
 



Credits 
- Call to Worship and Opening by Garnaas-Holmes , Steve. 2nd Sunday of Easter – Unfolding Light, January 2, 2023. 

https://unfoldinglight.net/2023/01/02/2nd-sunday-of-easter/. 

- “The prayer of Thomas,” Garnaas-Holmes , Steve. Unfolding Light – Daily Reflections and Worship Resources, April 6, 2026. 

https://unfoldinglight.net/. 

- Prayer of Dedication from “The Work of Imagination” Lent Series © 2026, an Illustrated Ministry, LLC. product, purchased and 

used with permission. 

- Licenses purchased to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained: ONELICENSE #A-715543. CCLI Copyright 

License B 20989858. 

This Week 
Monday, April 13, 10am: Care Ministries, R1 
Tuesday, April 14: 10am Thursday’s Table meeting R1; 4pm: Executive Committee, R1 
Wednesday, April 15: 4pm Kid’s Club; 5:30pm; Chancel Choir; 6:30pm Bell Choir, 7pm 

Dance practice 
Friday, April 17, 9am: Artz Girlz at Jill Schwebs 
Sunday, April 19, 1:30pm: Arts Festival. Music Performances at 2pm. 

 

Link to the full church calendar: https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar 

 

https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar


 



 



 



 


