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Pride Sunday

Bridge Sunday

hirdiSunday After Pentecost
June 14, 2026

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude/Candle Lighting “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” Bell Choir
(arr. M. Hayes)
Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship (*Stand as you are able)

One: Beloved, some of us came tired or carrying grief

All:  But we are still here.

One: Some of us came with joy in our bones and rainbows in our spirit.
All:  And we are still here.

One: In a world that tries to erase queer stories, in a time when trans and nonbinary lives are

targeted, when fear tells us to be silent, when shame tries to pull us from the truth of who God
made us to be,
All:  We shall not be moved.

One: We are rooted in love.

All: We are rooted in justice.

One: We are rooted in affirmation.

All:  We are rooted in God.

One: Like trees planted by living water,

All:  We shall not be moved.

One: Come, let us worship the God who sees the vulnerable, strengthens the weary, and calls
the church into holy courage.

All: Rooted in love, justice, and affirmation, we worship with joy. We worship with
courage. We worship together.

*Opening Prayer (in unison)
Holy and Liberating God, You gather us in all our colors, all our names, all our bodies,
all our beauty. You gather the loud and the quiet, the certain and the questioning, the
joyful and the grieving, the healed and the healing. You gather ALL your children in the
fullness of their identity. Root us beside living water. Root us in love that does not
flinch. Root us in justice that does not back down. Root us in affirmation that refuses
to whisper what should be shouted. Let this worship be sanctuary and spark. Let it be
balm for the wounded and fire for the faithful. Let it remind us that we are yours, and
because we are yours, we shall not be moved. Amen.



Opening Hymn “You Are Welcome Here” SoF #162

Readings Leah Langby
Psalm 100; Jeremiah 17:5-8

Contemporary Reading, “Beyond Binaries” by Rt. Rev. Michael Curry

Special Music “Suneater” Abigail Barneson
(Leanna Firestone)

Sermon “We Shall Not Be Moved” Pastor René Mehlberg

Transitional Hymn “Peace Like a River” SoF #106

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory “She” Abigail Barneson
(Dodie)

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
God of abundance, receive these gifts as seeds of holy resistance. Let them grow into
shelter for those cast out. Let them grow into courage for churches learning to speak.
Let them grow into care for LGBTQ people who need more than words.
Let them grow into justice, joy, safety, and beloved community. Bless what we give.
Bless what we hold. Bless what we build together. Please root our generosity in love,
justice, and affirmation, so ALL your people may flourish. Amen.

*Closing Hymn “Brighter than the Sun” SoF #15
*Benediction

*Sung Benediction (unison)
God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude “Grateful” Oxana Khramova
(arr. M. Hayes)



The flowers today are from Doris Win in celebration of her 72nd birthday on June 16th and also in
celebration of Kathy Colvin’s birthday on June 16th. Happy birthday Doris and Kathy!

Credits

- “News.” UCC Open and Affirming Coalition. Accessed June 10, 2026. https://openandaffirming.org/ona26/.

- Curry, Rt. Rev. Michael. The spirit reworks us — center for action and contemplation. Accessed June 10, 2026.
https://cac.org/daily-meditations/the-spirit-reworks-us/.

- Licenses purchased to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained: ONELICENSE #A-715543. CCLI
Copyright License B 20989858.

This Week
Tuesday, June 16, 6pm: Pie Social, Wilson Park, 5:30pm Set up
Thursday, June 18, 10am: Tour of Homes meeting, R1
Saturday, June 20, 10:30am: Braver Angels, R1
Link to the full church calendar: https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar

Mission Statement of First Congregational United Church of Christ in Menomonie, WI
We are called together:
To celebrate God’s presence.
To help each person to grow in their relationship with God;
To create a welcoming and supportive community of all God’s people, affirming the
diversity of race, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender expression, and identity,
social and economic status, and the differently abled;
To observe and share life’s passages and our faith traditions;
To reach out in love seeking justice and peace;
And to tell the old story of Jesus and His love.

Land Acknowledgement

Here we congregate on Ojibwe, Dakota, Menominee, Potawatomi, and Ho Chunk land.
Generations of Indigenous people occupied and provided careful stewardship of this land
long before Europeans arrived on these shores. The traumatic dispossession of this land by
European immigrants and the displacement of countless individuals produced collective
suffering that has repercussions for our Indigenous neighbors today. The original
inhabitants of this land—known to some Indigenous peoples as Turtle Island—took seriously
the Creator’s call to be stewards of air, land, water, and creatures. With gratitude, we
acknowledge the lessons we continue to learn from our Indigenous neighbors as we seek to
be good stewards and pray for guidance in learning how to make reparations.

ONA Covenant

We covenant as a congregation to welcome, celebrate, and include lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, and questioning people and their families into the full life of our church.
We take this stance publicly and proudly, knowing that silence is inadequate to confront the
violent theology that is widespread throughout the Christian church. We covenant to
support lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning people and their
families with our prayers, words, and actions


https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar
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You Are Welcome Here. Words and Music: Gerard DeMan. Tune: © 2007 Gerard DeMan Text: © 2007 Gerard
DeMan. All r?hts reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-715543. All

rights reserve
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