Welcome
to Worship

First Congregational
United Church of Christ

Menomonie, Wisconsin

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
October 25, 2026

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude/Candle Lighting “I am Thirsty thee, Lord Jesus” Deanna Schultz
(L. Lenel)

Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship (*rise in body, mind, or spirit)

One: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.

All:  Sing to the LORD, praise God’s name; proclaim God’s salvation day after day.

One: Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous deeds among all peoples.
All:  For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; the LORD is to be feared above all

gods.

One: For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.

All: Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.

One: Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and
strength.

All:  Worship the LORD in the splendor of God’s holiness; tremble before God, all the
earth.

*Opening Prayer (in unison)

God of love, you are merciful and gracious: our hearts are often divided, torn between
love and fear. Speak your Word to us through song, heal our fear, and fill us with your
love, in the gentle presence of Christ. Amen.

Hymn Sing
A Mighty Fortress is Our God (verses 1 and 4) Hymnal #260
In Christ There is No East or West Hymnal #439
This is My Song/Finlandia Sof #138
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (verses 1 and 3) Hymnal #464

And Surprise!

Prayers of the People



Lord’s Prayer

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory “Elevation” Deanna Schultz
(T. Dubois)
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Gracious God, in gratitude we give you our gifts as symbols of our lives. Receive them
with love, bless them with grace and use them according to your delight. Use us and all
our gifts, and make us gentle, strong and courageous, for the sake of the healing of the
world, in Jesus’. Amen.

*Closing Hymn “We Shall Overcome” SoF #152
(verses 1-4)

*Benediction

*Sung Benediction (unison)
God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Deanna Schultz
(arr. G. Young)

The flowers are in honor of Christine Tschudy's birthday by her daughters
Marilyn Dehnert and Margi Stauss.

Credits

- Opening prayer and prayer of dedication adapted from Garnaas-Holmes , Steve. “OT 30 — 22nd Sunday after Pentecost.” OT 30
—22nd Sunday After Pentecost — Unfolding Light, March 1, 2023. https://unfoldinglight.net/2023/03/01/0t-30-22nd-sunday-
after-pentecost/

- Licenses purchased to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained: ONELICENSE #A-715543. CCLI Copyright
License B 20989858.

This Week
Tuesday, October 27: 9:30am Women on Good Company, FH
Wednesday, October 28: 9:30am Tour of Homes crafts, R1; 4pm Kid’s Club, R2; 5:30pm
Chancel Choir; 6:30pm Bell Choir; 7Zpm Dance practice, FH
Link to the full church calendar: https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar



https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar

Mission Statement of First Congregational United Church of Christ in Menomonie, WI
We are called together:
To celebrate God’s presence.
To help each person to grow in their relationship with God;
To create a welcoming and supportive community of all God’s people, affirming the
diversity of race, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender expression, and identity,
social and economic status, and disability;
To observe and share life’s passages and our faith traditions;
To reach out in love seeking justice and peace;
And to tell the old story of Jesus and His love.

Land Acknowledgement

Here we congregate on Ojibwe, Dakota, Menominee, Potawatomi, and Ho Chunk land.
Generations of Indigenous people occupied and provided careful stewardship of this land
long before Europeans arrived on these shores. The traumatic dispossession of this land by
European immigrants and the displacement of countless individuals produced collective
suffering that has repercussions for our Indigenous neighbors today. The original
inhabitants of this land—known to some Indigenous peoples as Turtle Island—took seriously
the Creator’s call to be stewards of air, land, water, and creatures. With gratitude, we
acknowledge the lessons we continue to learn from our Indigenous neighbors as we seek to
be good stewards and pray for guidance in learning how to make reparations.

ONA Covenant

We covenant as a congregation to welcome, celebrate, and include lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, and questioning people and their families into the full life of our church.
We take this stance publicly and proudly, knowing that silence is inadequate to confront the
violent theology that is widespread throughout the Christian church. We covenant to
support lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning people and their
families with our prayers, words, and actions.
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

EIN’ FESTE BURG (isometric)  8.7.8.7.6.6.6.6.7
Martin Luther, 1529
Trans. Frederick Henry Hedge, 1852 Martin Luther, 1529
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1. A might -y for - tress is our God, A bul - wark nev - er fail - ing;
2.Did we in our own strength con-fide, Our striv-ing would be los - ing;
3. And though this world, with dev - ils filled, Should threat-en to un - do us,
4. That word a-bove all earth - ly powers, No thanks to them, a - bid - eth;
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Our help-er He a - mid the flood Of mor-tal ills pre - vail - ing.
Were not the right Man on our side, The Man of God’sown choos - ing.
We will not fear, for  God hath willed His truth to tri - umph through us.
The Spir-it and the gifts are ours Through Him who with us sid - eth;
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For still our an - cient foe Doth seek to work us woe; His craft and
Dost ask whothat may be? Christ Je - sus, it is He, Lord Sab - a -
The prince of dark - ness grim, We trem-ble not for him; His rage we
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oth His name,From age to age the same, And He mustwin the bat - tle.
can en - dure, For lo! his doomis sure, One lit - tle wordshall fell — him.
they may kill, God’struth a - bid-eth still, His king-dom is for-ev_- er.
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John Oxenham, 1908; alt.

In Christ There Is No East or West

ST. PETER CM

Alexander Robert Reinagle, 1836
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1. In Christ there is no east or west, In Him no south or north;
2. In Christ shall true hearts ev-ery-where Their high com - mu - nion find:
3. Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, What - e’er your race may be.
4. In Christ now meet both east and west, In Him meet south and north;
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But one great fel - low - ship of love Through-out the whole wide  earth.
His ser-vice is the gold-en cord Close - bind-ing hu - man - kind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God Are sure-ly kin to me.
All Christ-ly soulsare one in Him Through-out the whole wide earth.
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Text: Reprinted by permission of the American Tract Society, Garland, Texas.
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This Is My Song/Finlandia
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| This s song, 0O God of all the na - tions,
2 My coun -try:. skies <.n. blu - er than the 0 - cean,
3 This is my prayer, Lord of all ecarth’s king - doms:
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home, the coun-try where my heart is: a land of hopes, of
lands have sun-light too, and clo - ver, and skies arc e¢v - ery-
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where as blue as mine. Oh, hear my song, thou God of all thc
leam to live as one. Oh, hear my prayer, thou God of all the
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beat-ing  with hopes and dreams as truc and high as mine.

na - tions, a song of peace for their land and for mine.
na-tions. My -self | give thee; let thy will be done. A-men.
=  ST— T
Thisis M Finlandia. Text: verses 1& 2:Lloyd Stonc. 1934, vcm3 ia Harkness ca. 1939, Tune: Finlandia,

Jean Sibelius, l 99. Words © 1934 The Lorenz Corp. Music op)nﬁh OB opf and Hartel, Wiesbaden, Arrangement
© 1933; renewed 1961 Presbyterian Boardof Clmsuan Education rights rcscrved chnmed with permission under

ONE LICENSE #A-715543. All rights reserved.



Joytul, Joyful, We Adore Thee

HYMN TO JOY 8.7.87 D

464

Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824
Adapt. Edward Hodges (1796-1867); alt.

Henry van Dyke, 1907; alt.
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1. Joy-ful, joy - ful, we a - dore Thee,God of glo - ry,
2. All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heavenre -

Lord of love;
flect Thy rays,

Stars and an - gels

sing a-round Thee, Cen - ter
Love di-vine is

reign-ing o’er

3. Mor-tals, join the hap-py cho - rus Which the morn-ing stars be- gan;
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Hearts un - fold like flowers be - fore Thee, Open-ing to the sun a - bove.

of un - bro - ken praise.

us, Join-ing all in  heav-en’s plan.
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness; Drive the gloom of

doubt a - way;

Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flower-y mea-dow, flash-ing sea,
Ev - er sing-ing, march we on - ward, Vic - tors in the midst of strife,
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, Call us to re - joice in Thee.
Joy - ful mu-sic leadsus sun-ward In the tri-umph song of life.
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261 We Shall Overcome
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1 We shall o - ver-come, we shall o - ver - come,
2 We’ll walk hand in  hand, we’ll walk hand in  hand,
3 We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace,
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we shall o - ver-come some-day!
we’ll walk hand in hand some-day! Oh, deep in my
we shall live in peace some-day!
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heart I do be-lieve that we shall o - ver-come some - day!
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Note: This anthem of the U.S.A. civil rights movement was frequently sung at mass
meetings and marches. / Este himno del movimiento por los derechos civiles de los
Estados Unidos se cantaba con frecuencia en las reuniones y marchas masivas. /
Cet hymne du mouvement des droits civiques des Etats-Unis d’ Amérique était souvent
interprété lors des réunions de masses et des défilés.

English text meaning: 1. Venceremos, triunfaremos, jalgin dia venceremos! jOh, en lo
profundo de mi corazén en verdad creo que algin dia triunfaremos! 2. Caminaremos
tomados de la mano. 3. En paz viviremos. / 1. Nous vaincrons un jour ! Oh, au fond de
mon ceceur, je crois, nous vaincrons un jour. 2. Nous marcherons main dans la main.

3. Nous vivrons en paix. U.S.A.

Words and Music: Adapted from Charles Albert Tindley, 1851-1933; 5.5.7. and refrain
arr. William Farley Smith, 1941-1997 MARTIN



