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to WO’W

First Congregational
United Church of Christ

Menomonie, Wisconsin F

First Sunday After Pentecost
Graduation Sunday
May 31, 2026

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude/Candle Lighting “Andante from Sonata Op.26” Oxana Khramova
(L. van Beethoven)

Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship (*Stand as you are able)

One: Eternal God, we praise you!

All: Risen Christ, we greet you!

One: Holy Spirit, we are one body by your grace.

All:  You are present, you are holy, and we worship you.

One: Glory be to you, O God of all Creation.

All:  Thanks be to you, O Christ, for our salvation.

One: Eternal God, Holy Trinity, bless us as we worship.

All:  Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, and transform us by your grace.

*Opening Prayer (in unison)
Eternal One, you contain us. Loving One, you come to us. Life-Giving One, you
empower us. In your mystery we open ourselves; in your presence we listen; in your
love we are ready. Amen.

Opening Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” Hymnal #464

Readings Sherry Galetka
Jeremiah 29:7-13
Matthew 28:16-20
Contemporary Reading, “A Blessing for the Graduate” by Kate Bowler

Anthem “The Road Not Taken” Chancel Choir
(Ruth E. Schram)

Sermon “What’s Next ?” Pastor René Mehlberg

Transitional Hymn “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” Hymnal #369

Prayers of the People



Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory “Give me Jesus” Oxana Khramova
(arr. M. Hayes)

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Generous God, we share our gifts like tiny seeds from a dandelion. Send out these
gifts on the mighty wind of your Spirit, bringing growth, bearing fruit, and nourishing
our neighbors. May each gift bloom with your holy imagination. Amen.

*Closing Hymn “Siyahamba” SoF #120
*Benediction

*Sung Benediction (unison)
God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude “Blessed Assurance” Oxana Khramova
(arr. M. Hayes)

The flowers today are in celebration of Sherry Galetka’s mother, Patricia Meyer’s, 90th birthday on May
22nd from Sherry and Larry Galetka. Happy Belated Birthday, Patricia!

Credits

- Call to Worship and Opening Prayer by Garnaas-Holmes, Steve. “Worship Resources.” Worship Resources — Unfolding Light.
Accessed May 26, 2026. https://unfoldinglight.net/2023/02/01/trinity-sunday-3/.

-Bowler, Kate. “A Blessing for the Graduate.” Kate Bowler, May 9, 2025. https://katebowler.com/blessings/a-blessing-for-the-
graduate/.

- Prayer of Gratitude from “The Work of Imagination” Lent Series © 2026, an lllustrated Ministry, LLC. product, purchased and
used with permission.

- Licenses purchased to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained: ONELICENSE #A-715543. CCLI Copyright
License B 20989858.

This Week
Tuesday, June 2, 5:30pm: Mission for Peace and Justice Committee, R1
Thursday, June 4, 5pm: Personnel Committee, R1

Link to the full church calendar: https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar



https://www.menomonieucc.org/monthlycalendar

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 464

Henry van Dyke, 1907; alt.
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Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824
Adapt. Edward Hodges (1796-1867); alt.
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we a - dore Thee,God of glo - ry, Lord of love;

2. All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heavenre - flect Thy rays,
3. Mor-tals, join the hap-py cho - rus Which the morn-ing stars be - gan;
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Hearts un - fold like flowers be - fore Thee, Open-ing to the sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing

-4

a-round Thee, Cen - ter of un - bro - ken praise.

Love di-vine is reign-ing oer wus, Join-ing all in heav-en’s plan.
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Melt the clouds of sin

and sad - ness; Drive the gloom of doubt a - way;
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flower-y  mea-dow, flash-ing sea,
Ev - er sing-ing, march we on - ward, Vic

- tors in the midst of strife,
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- er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, Call us to re - joice in Thee.
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leads us sun-ward

In the tri-umph song of life.
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369

African-American spiritual

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

I'M GONNA LIVE Irregular

African-American spiritual

Arr. Wendell Whalum (1932-1987)
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1. 'mgon-na live so (live so)
2. I,m gon-na work so (work so) Godcan use me an -y - where, Lord,
3. I'mgon-na pray so (pray so)
4. I’'mgon-na sing so (sing so)
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I'm gon-na live so (live so)
an-y - time! I'm gon-na work so (work so) God o
(an-y - time!) 'm gon-na pray so (pray so)
I’'m gon-na sing so (sing so)
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Music: Arrangement © by the estate of Wendell Whalum. Used by permission.




Siyahamba/We are marching

Additional verses: dancing, singing, praying
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SiyahambalWe?ré Marching. Irreé;ular; South African. ©717§84 Peace of Music Publishing AB, admin. By Walton
Music Corp. Text: South African.Contributors: Anders Nyberg. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE

#A-715543.



